The Housing Situation in Missouri
As Vincentians, we daily encounter Neighbors in Need who struggle to keep a roof over their heads. The
housing statistics for our Archdiocese and for Missouri as a whole underscore this struggle:
In the Archdiocese of St. Louis:
e The HUD fair market rate for a modest 2-bedroom rental ranges from $662 in less populated
areas to $938 in the greater St. Louis metro.
e The income needed to afford a modest 2-bedroom rental ranges from $26,480 annually ($12.73
hourly) to $37,520 annually (518.04 hourly).
e 1.2 to 1.8 full-time jobs at minimum wage are needed to afford a modest 2-bedroom rental.!

In Missouri:
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In its Position Statement on Affordable Housing for

the Poor, the Voice of the Poor Committee, National Council of the United States, calls on Vincentians to

encourage the preservation and production of quality housing for low-income families, the elderly, and

other vulnerable people; work with other interested groups on affordable housing; and speak out in

favor of increasing the number of rent subsidy programs.

There are programs available now that can help our Neighbors in Need who are facing a housing

crisis. For guidance on applying for State Assistance for Housing Relief (SAFHR), please see this video of

a Vincentian SAFHR meeting. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis, also

offers a Housing Assistance program and Rapid Rehousing program.

Our St. Louis Voice of the Poor Committee welcomes and encourages your feedback on how best to

advocate for affordable housing for our Neighbors in Need. Contact us at vopstlouis@gmail.com and

share the insight you’ve gained from your service to our Neighbors.
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