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Neighboring from the Heart
Program Provides Bridge to Stability

As an executive chef, Orlando never had trouble 
supporting his family of four. But when his congestive heart 
disease began to progress, it set off a chain of extenuating 
circumstances that put his whole family at risk.  

It began when he started passing out at work and was 
forced to give up the job he loved. That same month,  
the family’s air conditioner and water heater broke down, 
and the furnace needed replacing. Orlando’s wife Mary found 
a job as a caretaker, but that income combined only with 
disability payments was not enough to keep the family afloat. 

continued on page 2

Dear Fellow Vincentians and Friends,

G. K. Chesterton once wrote, “We make 
our friends; we make our enemies; but God 
makes our next-door neighbor.”  I believe 
God truly blessed me in 1995 when I 
moved in across the street from Jeanne. 

Jeanne took the role of neighbor to a 
whole new level; in fact, she turned 
“neighbor” into a verb: She brought me and 
others on our street delicious meals and 

kept a fully-stocked refrigerator out back just so she could 
invite neighbors over for a drink. Every night at least one 
person dropped by to visit because Jeanne opened her heart 
and her home.

She bestowed the same blessings upon another man  
who lived alone down the street and was paralyzed.  
Home healthcare aides monitored his general care,  
but his really good meals came from Jeanne. 

Did my generous neighbor ask to have two disabled 
people move into her neighborhood and her life? No.  
God brought us within shouting distance of Jeanne’s kitchen, 
and she chose to bless us in the way she knew how. 

Like Jeanne, our Vincentian volunteers open their eyes 
and hearts to those who God has brought into their lives, 
neighboring with those in need, like Orlando and his family.   

When Orlando lost his job and the utilities in their home 
needed major repairs, Vincentian neighbors helped the 
family avoid the cycle of poverty with aid from the Bridges 
Program (page 2). 

These beautiful stories of neighbors helping neighbors 
would not be possible without your help. Thank you for 
joining with us in our mission. 

	 Most humbly and gratefully yours,

	 John P. Foppe, Ph.D. (h.c.)
	 Executive Director

After Orlando lost his job, he and his family were amazed that a neighbor they 
had never met before could provide the life-saving help they needed to get 
back on their feet through SVDP’s new Bridges Program.
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The family tried to save up and make do as best they 
could, boiling their drinking water every day for a year. But 
rising temperatures put Orlando’s health in serious jeopardy 
due to his heart condition, and soon the family fell behind on 
their water bill. 

Without help, the downward cycle would have continued: 
They would have likely continued to fall behind on other 
bills, potentially having their other utilities shut off, making 
their home even more unsafe for Orlando’s heart condition,  
or they could have lost their home altogether. 

Thankfully, this past spring, the Society created a program 
that empowers Vincentians to aid their neighbors in need 
who, like Orlando, struggle with a single basic need that 
threatens to throw them into the cycle of poverty. 

John Edmiston, Vincentian volunteer at St. Norbert’s 
conference, gave the family the first good news they had 

Neighboring From the Heart from page 1
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Without life-saving aid from the Bridges Program, Orlando’s home would 
not be a safe place for him to await his heart transplant. 

The Society’s Vincentian volunteers are on the 
streets every day answering Christ’s call to neighbor with 
those He has placed in their lives. Sometimes they do this 
by helping with day-to-day needs such as utilities, food, 
medicine, transportation and more. 

The Bridges Program can provides a lifeline to individuals and families who 
would otherwise be thrown into the cycle of poverty. 

received in quite some time. The Bridges Program could pay 
$5,000 to cover the cost of the new air conditioner, furnace 
and water heater, putting their family back on track. 

But the best news of all came the week their new 
equipment was installed: Orlando received the call that he 
would receive a new heart after waiting on the transplant list 
for a year. 

New Bridges Program: Neighboring for Hope
However, sometimes our neighbors have needs that run 

deeper. Extenuating circumstances can keep people in need 
trapped in or teetering on the edge of poverty. 

For those larger costs and more complicated cases, 
SVDP’s new Bridges Program is there to empower Vincentians 
to alleviate their neighbors in need of a significant expense, 
such as large emergency repairs or hospital bills. The goal 
of the program is to help our neighbors in need avoid a 
downward spiral into poverty by bringing about a pivotal 
solution that will move them from despair to hope. 

The need for this type of assistance is great. In the last 
seven months, Vincentians have changed the lives of 48 
households through the Bridges Program, providing more 
than $100,000 in direct aid. But the need continues. 

Will you join us in neighboring with those who need it 
most? To learn more about supporting the Bridges Program, 
contact Anne Kirwan, Development Officer, at  
314.881.6024 or annek@svdpstl.org. 



	

Donor Spotlight
“What We Have  
Belongs to God:”
Dave and Diane Snively Neighbor 
with Time, Talents and Treasures

For Dave and 
Diane Snively, 
longtime friends of 
the Society, being a 
good neighbor is 
summed up in one 
phrase from the 
Gospel of John:  
“Go forth and bear 
fruit… and love  
one another”  
(John 15:16-17).  

“We have been 
blessed, and God 
asks us to share  
with all of our 
brothers and sisters 
in Him,” Diane said. 
“Whether we are tithing financially or giving of  
our time and talents, all of what we have belongs  
to God.”

As longtime friends of the Society, the Snivelys 
are committed to serving their neighbors in need 
throughout the St. Louis area. 

“There are people all over St. Louis who need 
help—in the city, in the county, everywhere,”  
Diane said. “We know our support will go to 
whoever needs it most. Also, the Society is made  
up of volunteers, so our donations don’t go into 
maintaining a lot of offices. Our donations go 
directly to the people.”

In addition to raising three children and Dave’s 
work as General Counsel for Monsanto Company, 
the Snivelys also give of themselves through 
volunteering at a variety of other Catholic and 
education organizations, grounded by their 
conviction that their time and talents are not  
their own. 

“We are created for eternity and this time 
 on earth is just a minute part of that eternity,”  
Dave said. “Whatever time we have here we are 
responsible to give back to God.” 
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Guided by their passion for Catholic 
education, Diane and Dave Snively 
serve their neighbors throughout  
the archdiocese. 

2O15 Apostles  
of Charity
Thank you to our generous 
donors who have made 
donations of $500 or more 
between January 1, 2015 – 
September 30, 2015.

Tom and Kelly Adamitis
Barbara Allen
Joan Baldi
Marty and Annette Bligh
William Bonan
John and Dorothy Brennan
John Byrnes
Vivian Casey
Michael Conoyer
Michael and Leslie Corrigan
Lucille Curtin
Rosemay Dalton
Mary Rose Desloge
Peter and Bridget Desloge
Len and Pat Dino
Robert and Genevieve 

Donohue
Leo And Georgiann Donovan
John and Barbara Doyle
James Dubois
David and Ramona Dunlap
Fr. Timothy Elliott
Stanley Erb
Harry and Judy Fabick
Catherine Faught
Nathan Fawer
John and Christine Foppe
Daniel and Norma Fraser
Joyce Gagliarducci
Kenneth and Jane Grams
Anthony Guarino
Jason Gutting
Ronald Guz
Dennis Hageman
Frederick and Carol Hodes
Dominic Imgrund
James and Ann Irving
Ken and Mindy Jeffries
Michael Jersa
Heidi Joist

Ehab and Dalia Kaiser
Kenneth and Jeanne Kirchoff
Al and Nancy Koller
David and Catherine Krobath
Lori Kupsky
Melvyn and Dorothy Lefkowitz
John and Tracey Lowell
Ellen Mackey
John and Judy Malpiedi
Ed and Margaret McCarthy
Joseph and Suzanne McGauley
Janet McMahon
Bryce Meyer
Michaeland Rita Mooney
Joseph and Nancy Mueller
Birch and Catherine Mullins
Lawrence and Susan Nordmann
Charles Orso
David Orthwein
Kevin Proot
William Schicker
John and Judy Schlee
Peter and Marianne Sheahan
Anthony Shen
Timothy and Carol Size
David and Diane Snively
Msgr. Edward Sudekum
Timothy and Mary Sullivan
William and Mary Suntrup
Claire Travis
Deborah Vanderpluym
Deacon Richard and  

Carolyn Vehige
Jack and Suzy Villa
Linda Virga
Eliza Watson
David and Nancy Wiebke
Robert and MariLou Wilson
James Wilson
David and Cynthia Winslett



	

Often, much of the work Vincentians volunteers do—
operating food pantries, arranging utility assistance, helping 
with transportation needs and more—happens behind the 
scenes. But on Sunday, Nov. 8, Vincentians at parishes across 
the Archdiocese will share their stories. 

At 112 parish-based SVDP conferences across the 
Archdiocese, Vincentians will make presentations highlighting 
what they do out in their communities every day—offering 
life-saving hope to their neighbors in need. It is all part 
of a year-long celebration of the 170th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Society in the U.S. 

Remembering Our Roots
SVDP Celebrates 17O-Year  
Legacy of Charity

In 1845, the Society’s first conference in the U.S.  
started right here in St. Louis with fewer than 30 Catholic 
laymen who were inspired to respond to the great need they 
saw in their community. On September 13, 170 years later, 
approximately 400 Vincentian volunteers and friends of the 
Society gathered to celebrate this humble beginning and 
growing legacy of charity. 

“I am proud that the Society calls our city home,” said 
Archbishop Robert J. Carlson, who celebrated the Mass.  
“As one of the oldest charities in our city, the Society  
plays a unique role in our history, and from here, the Society 
has spread its network of mercy and compassion across  
the country.”

In his homily at the Mass commemorating the 
anniversary of the establishment of the first conference, 
Archbishop Carlson recognized the descendants of the 
founding members, as well as current Vincentians, for 
carrying on the Vincentian spirit for 170 years. 

Archbishop Carlson concluded the Mass by blessing a 
restored statue of St. Vincent de Paul given as a gift to  
the Old Cathedral by the Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis. 
Guests then toured the Old Cathedral museum to see 
historical artifacts from the Society’s history in St. Louis. 

Archbishop Robert J. Carlson says the Eucharistic prayer during the 
Society’s anniversary Mass. 

The first conference was established at the Old Cathedral 
in St. Louis when several Catholic laymen were moved to 
respond to the great need they saw in their community. Since 
then, the Society in St. Louis has grown to 142 conferences 
and more than 3,000 Vincentians offering person-to-person 
services to those in need all across the St. Louis area. 

In addition to raising awareness about the Society’s 
work and mission, this special Sunday will also be a great 
opportunity for parishioners to learn how they can  
support their local conference by donating, volunteering  
and shopping. 

Each of these conferences collaborated with the St. Louis 
Council office to plan presentations and events that fit with 
their parish and conference. The St. Louis Council office has 
provided a variety of new tools for conferences, including a 
new video, bulletin inserts, yard signs, pamphlets and more. 

“We operate a huge amount of ministries, from setting 
up housing to making blankets and so many more, and we 
owe all of it to our supporters at the parish,” said Tom Knese, 
Vincentian at Queen of All Saints. “It is hard to express what 
you feel when you’re able to help someone, and all that 
credit goes back to our supporters at the parish.” 

To learn more the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
at your parish, stay tuned for Sunday, Nov. 8. 

Society Celebrates Mission Across Archdiocese



	

Memorial and Honor Gifts
Thank you for your generosity in remembrance and 
honor of your friends and family. The following gifts were 
received between May 1, 2015 and August 30, 2015. 

In Memory
Al Rodermund	  

Neal and Dianne Westhoff
Albert Stemmler	  

Ms. Rabbit
Anne Greco Schwartz	  

Kenneth Tacony
	 Patricia Taff
	 Mary Sue Albanese
	 Lee Lawless
	 Kim and Mark Gaertner
	 Daniel and Anne Brennan
	 Karita Miller
	 Carla Kaiser
	 Charles and Albertine Honious
	 Francis and Georgia Rankin
	 Joseph and Kathleen Hirlinger
	 Clarence and Nina Wagner
	 Wyatt Rawlings
	 Johanna Captiva
	 Eric Schwarz
	 Rosemary Sundling
	 Daniel and Anne Brennan
	 Kim and Mark Gaertner
	 Patti Rauh
	 Debra Yadon
	 Jerry and Anne Carlson
	 Anthony	Behr
	 Anthony and Patricia Mazzuca
	 Stephanie Hansen
	 Bill McDonnell
	 Ann Layton
	 Jeri Devereaux
	 Walter and Evelyn Schmitt
	 Taylor & Taylor
	 Andrew Schwartz
	 Anne Roth
	 Nancy Persons
	 Michael and Pamela Kemlage
	 Gerald and Dorothy Adlon
	 Ann & Michael Bodewes Stephens
	 Nickole Forget
	 Rhonda Ashley
	 Susan Healey
	 Robert and Diane Marshak
Arvo Aulik	
	 Alden Mead
Barbara S. Hancock	
	 Katina Harshbarger
Betty Rechtein	

	 Jim and Judy Leipholtz
	 Joseph Scanlon
	 James and Julie Marie L’Heureux
Daniel Bayer	  

Cindy Malawy
	 Linda Gillick
	 Theresa Bayer
Dannie Dettmer	
	 Eleanor Welchert
	 Dutchman Realty Inc
	 Mike and Gina O’Laughlin
Donal Giovanoni	
	 Barry Hauf
	 Karen Buer
	 Ms. Giovanoni
	 Rita and Randy Watts
	 Jeffrey and Patricia Craig
	 Ronald and Mary Ann Hagenow
	 C. William and Carolyn Sorrell
	 Pamela Harig
	 Sue Sullivan
	 Jerry and LueAnn Hogg
	 The Karnowski Family	
	 Richard and Linda Epstein
	 Raymond Foster
	 Kathleen	Buckman
	 Lauren Roberds
	 St. Louis Corvette Club
Dorothy Mallett	
	 Timothy and Stephanie Kelly
Dorthy Ebbesmeyer	
	 Louis and Shirely Ebbesmeyer
Edwin Lytle	
	 Thomas Lennertz
Eddis Drury	
	 Donald and Elaina Fischer
George Karlesking	
	 JCCC Personnel Club
Georgia Korte	
	 Rick and Karen Winkler
Georgia Korte		

AT&T San Antonio Team
	 Dale and Donna Jacquin
Helen Dwyer	
	 Ann Schuette
James Ziegemeier	
	 Maryann	Linehan
	 Charles and Maureen Wirtel
Jerry Slater	
	 Ken and Christy Kuhlman
	 Blaise and Kathleen Felder

Jewel Loberg	
	 Carolyn Descher
Jim Devine	
	 Elizabeth Mehlich
John Cosgrove	
	 Claude and Geraldine Jacobs
Joyce Alice Harbers	
	 Richard and Anna Angert
Lawrence Zapf
	 John and Susan Shostrand
	 Jacob Reby
	 Lawrence Giovanni
	 Ronald and Ann Brand
	 Albert Rose
	 Bevely Odell and Ms. Nancy Durgerson
	 Fred and Margaret Lenhart
	 Leonard and Brad Wolff
	 Terry and Marian Mehan
Lela Hotop
	 Jacobs Family
	 Tina Wibbenmeyer
Loretto Sue Mullen	
	 Thomas and Ann O’Toole
	 Jackie Akins
Margaret Zapf	
	 Peggy Zapf
	 Ken and Cheryl Bauer
Marie Woods	
	 Timothy Carpenter
	 Lawrence and Kathleen Ackermann
	 Loretta Lofgren
	 Beverly Winkler
	 Rosenblum - Goldenhersh
	 Anthony and Carol Aubuchon
	 James and Mary Jill Orr
	 Mike And Janet Sullivan
	 Catherine and Adele Greaving
	 Judith Anne Ronzio
	 Elaine Clouse
	 Deacon Tony and Nancy Trautman
	 Martha Vitek
	 Becky Fleischmann
	 Nancy Lawler
	 Joe and Jeannine Kennedy
Mary Anne Lucas	
	 Ed and Nancy Tabash
Mary Lou Schicker	
	 Drew Brown
	 David and Susan Bentele
Mary Margaret Stemper	
	 Roy and Charlene Wall
	 Gloria Maguire
	 Marian Flowers
Michael John Winkler	
	 Robert Owens
Mr. Wells	
	 Mike and Susie Harvick
Norbert Butz	

	 Blair Fetter
Norma Clemens	
	 Ken & Pat Huels
	 Mark Wilhelm
Oliver Leonard Porter	
	 Debra Porter
Paul McQuillon	
	 Loman and Lula Garner
Paul Orso	
	 John and Kathleen Sauer
	 Catherine Soveu
	 Dave Van de Riet
	 Jane Tucker
	 Marianne Moore
Regina Lewis	
	 Stephen and Linda Kienstra
	 Colleen and Brad Bowen
	 Patricia Howard
Robert Adams	
	 Bill Cunningham
Robert G Quinn	
	 Kathleen Jolly
Ruth Swimmer	
	 Jeanne Correnti
Sheffner family’s brother and uncle, Paul 	

Erin Smith
Teckla P Dettenmeier	
	 Bob Horner
Thomas F. Rabbitt	
	 Charlotte Isaak
	 John and Kathleen Kohlbrecher
	 Virginia Rabbitt
	 Gregg Korte
	 Thomas and Karol Galbiati
	 Jonella Spihlmann
	 Family Care Pharmacy Inc
William Wells	
	 Steve and Mary Vitale

In Honor 
Dorothy Zak	
	 David Zak
	 Andrea Zak
Ernie Kieckers	
	 Thomas and Jane Hornung
Margaret Lammert’s 90th Birthday	

Beth and John O’Leary
Darlene Rector’s Father	

Darlene	 Rector
Suzy Villa’s birthday	
	 Joseph and Joan Lipic
Ward & Barbara Klocke	
	 Sarah Dieter
	 Raymond and Michelle Hapak

Our Mission
A Catholic lay organization, joining women and men together to grow spiritually 
by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering. 

Please Remember Us
We pray that you remember the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Archdiocesan 
Council of St. Louis in your estate planning. Your legacy will continue and 
strengthen one of the first charitable missions in St. Louis… since 1845.

St. Charles
1069 Regency Parkway
St. Charles, MO 63303 
(314) 881-6000

South City
4928 Christy Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116 
(314) 881-6000

West County  NEW LOCATION
13986 Manchester Rd.  
Ballwin, MO 63011 
(314) 881-6000

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis

Thrift Store Locations
Dellwood
10052 W. Florissant Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 881-6000

Fenton  NEW STORE
625 Gravois Rd. 
Fenton, MO 63026 
(314) 881-6000 

Lemay Ferry
3924 Lemay Ferry Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63125 
(314) 881-6000
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Federal Employees, 
Thank You For  
Your Support
If you would like to designate 
the Society as a beneficiary  
for the Combined Federal 
Campaign, please use the  
code 83138. 

Everybody loves a great deal, and Fenton residents 
can now find plenty of them at the Society’s newest thrift 
store at 625 Gravois Rd. in Fenton. 

The store, which opened last month, offers a variety of 
new and gently used household goods, furniture, clothing 
and mattresses for value-conscious shoppers in a 18,000 
square-foot facility. 

In addition, to better serve customers in West County, 
SVDP is in the process of moving its Ballwin store to 13986 
Manchester Rd. The space boasts increased square footage 
and better visibility from Manchester Road. The new 
location will be open by mid-November.

SVDP’s thrift stores are different than other area thrift 
stores in that local parish conferences provide store vouchers 
to neighbors in need so they can obtain goods at no charge. 
Each of SVDP’s stores provides a low-cost option for a wide 
variety of quality donated clothing, furniture and household 
items for people in need. Stores are also open to the general 
public, and everyone can find bargains and treasures to reuse 
and upcycle. 

All proceeds stay in the community and support SVDP’s 
person-to-person services for St. Louisans in need, 

including utility and transportation assistance, prescription 
medications, food and more. Moreover, the stores operate 
with significant volunteer labor, allowing additional savings 
to be passed on to those in need.

To find a thrift store location near you or learn more 
about volunteering at a thrift store, visit www.svdpstl.org/
thrift-stores. To schedule a free pick-up of furniture and 
household goods, call 314.881.6006. 

More Deals for Shoppers, More Hope for the Community
SVDP Opens New Store, Moves Another

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Helping neighbors starts at home

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis
1310 Papin Street   
Saint Louis, MO 63103  

Fenton residents, volunteers and SVDP staff gathered for the ribbon-cutting and 
blessing of the new thrift store on Oct. 8.


