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Webster and Ferguson:  
Two Communities, One Mission

At the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we believe that 
helping neighbors starts at home. Every conference has resources 
to offer their communities, but some have more funding 
than others. In keeping with the vision of Blessed Frédéric 
Ozanam to create a “network of charity,” the Society’s 
twinning program matches conferences with unmet needs 
with other conferences that can offer greater financial and 
spiritual support. For the last 15 years, the parishes of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (OLG) in Ferguson and Mary Queen of 
Peace (MQP) in Webster Groves have worked together. The 
relationship is one of love, respect, and prayerful sharing –
and has created some powerful success stories.

The Need
Located in Ferguson, Our Lady of Guadalupe draws 

parishioners from the entire metro area, but the need in the 
immediate neighborhood is substantial. The Vincentians at 
OLG focus on organizing and running the food pantry. In the 
last 12 months, they have served more than 2,300 families –

continued on page 2

Dear Fellow Vincentians and Friends,

As we continue to deal with the 
repercussions of Ferguson, I find myself 
comforted and inspired to action by the 
words of Mother Teresa: “If we have no 
peace, it is because we have forgotten that 
we belong to each other.” Moments like 
these test us. Ferguson impacts us all,  
and all of us are called to do something  
and be something better. As Christ said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers.” 

The Vincentians of Mary Queen of Peace in Webster 
Groves are doing their part to help bring peace to the region. 
Over the last 15 years, they have founded one of the 
strongest twin relationships in the region with the conference 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Ferguson (see sidebar). 

Donors Jack and Robin Hake are also excellent 
examples of peacemakers. They live in Illinois, but Jack 
never forgot his roots in Florissant. Read about how they are 
focusing their giving this year on the Society’s North County 
outreach (page 3). 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has a long history of 
outreach and support in North County, and we will continue 
to be there long after the media has left. We are needed there 
more than ever. When the National Guard shuts down a major 
commercial thoroughfare, businesses can’t open (as happened 
to our Dellwood store; see back page). Shoppers can’t 
shop; workers can’t work. What if you’re depending on that 
paycheck to make your rent? Or need to buy food for your 
children? What if your bus has to take a circuitous route that 
causes you to be 30 minutes late to your job in another part 
of town? When school is closed for a week, how do you 
afford childcare if you’re living near the poverty line? 

We are excited about the establishment of the fund for 
North County and hope it will help bring peace to the 
region. We hope many of you will make a contribution  
with the enclosed envelope. 

Most humbly and gratefully yours,

John P. Foppe, Ph.D. (h.c.)
Executive Director

Vincentian volunteers working together at Our Lady of Guadalupe food pantry.



The conference at MQP raises nearly $90,000 per year 
for utility, rent, and medical assistance for neighbors of  
OLG and organize several yearly food drives at the school 
and parish. MQP Vincentians also make around 250 home 
visits here each year. “We’re a very active group with nearly 
30 Vincentians,” says MQP Vincentian and Southwest District 
president Roy Maurer. “When the relationship with Our 
Lady of Guadalupe got started, we were looking for a parish 
where we could make a difference.”

Even during the unrest in Ferguson this fall, the MQP 
Vincentians never stopped making home visits. “Everyone 
hears depressing stories on the news,” says Tom Andrew, 
president of the MQP Vincentians. “Being a Vincentian means 
you’re able to do something. You get in your car, make a visit, 
and actually do something. It might be something small, but 
you learn quickly that it really matters in the lives of the 
neighbors we visit.”
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close to 10,000 people. “But whenever people in the 
neighborhood need help with medical, rent, water, or 
utilities, we refer them to Mary Queen of Peace,” says Joe 
Orlando, president of the OLG Vincentians.

“Without our friends at Mary Queen of Peace,” adds 
Cathy Dahmer, vice president of the OLG Vincentians,  
“a lot of people in this neighborhood wouldn’t have their 
heat on this winter.”

One such case is Justin, who was in dire need of utility 
assistance after he lost his job. The Vincentian volunteers who 
arranged for utility assistance for Justin also helped him in 
his job search until Justin found a new job and eventually 
began his own business (see box below). 

Webster and Ferguson from page 1
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Vincentian Volunteers visit with Justin, Ferguson resident,  
at Our Lady of Guadalupe food pantry

For the Keys family, the trouble started when Justin got sick. 
“I just couldn’t work my usual schedule, so they let me go.”
Justin, 26, and Heather had been raising their three little 

girls (ages 8, 6, and 2) in a quiet middle-class neighborhood 
in their hometown of Ferguson, Missouri. Justin’s job at 
FedEx was dependable with good benefits—until he fell ill 
and they laid him off. 

“I just couldn’t land another solid job, and the bills started 
to pile up. Christmas was coming. It was a real rough patch.” 

Around Thanksgiving, they were about to have their 
power disconnected and lose their heat when Justin’s 
neighbor gave him the number for the Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul. He left a message, and within just a few 
days, Vincentians were responding.

“We showed up early at the house,” says Valerie Fitzpatrick, 
who often makes home visits with her husband Don, a fellow 
Vincentian. “We met Justin in the driveway, and he asked us to 
wait a few minutes while he picked up the kids’ toys before 
we came in. It was clear that he was proud of his home.” 

“Val and Don, they brought a bunch of bags of food and a 
grocery store voucher,” says Justin. “But I’ll tell you, it was 
more than that. They were just so friendly, so compassionate, 
so encouraging. It was truly God working in our life.”

The couple arranged for their conference to help to pay the 
family’s outstanding utility bills and to establish a payment 
plan. During follow-up visits, they helped Justin rewrite and 
update his resume as he continued to look for a better job so 
that he could pay his bills and support his young family. 

Drawing on his eight years of experience in the industry, 
Justin decided to launch his own moving and delivery 
business, Just In Delivery Service, LLC. Today, business is 
taking off: he has four full-time employees and plans to hire 
four more this year. If revenues continue to rise, he hopes to 
purchase his own trucks soon (he currently operates with 
leased vehicles). 

What do his girls think of his success? 
“I like the trucks!” says Taniyah, age 6. 
“Daddy is the boss,” adds her big sister Takiyah proudly. 

Editor’s Note: The Society of St. Vincent de Paul respects our neighbors’ confidentiality. 
If you would like information about Justin’s business or to contact him, call the 
manager of membership support, Steve Rupp, at (314) 881-6018.

Helping Real Lives in Ferguson



Donor Spotlight

Blessed are the Peacemakers
Hakes Establish  
North County Fund

Growing up in nearby Florissant, 
Jack Hake has many happy childhood 
memories of Ferguson. “We’d ride the bus  
to downtown Ferguson, buy some candy at 
King’s Drug and watch a movie at the Savoy 
Theater. We went ice-skating at Wabash Park  
all the time in the winter. It was a wonderful place.” 

That’s why Jack and his wife Robin decided to focus on Ferguson this 
year. Long-time supporters of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the Hakes 
have used their annual gift to establish a fund dedicated to targeting poverty 
in north St. Louis city and county.

The North County Fund will allow Vincentian volunteers from the  
14 conferences in the Society’s North District to provide utility assistance, 
prescription drug assistance and thrift store vouchers to people in need in 
the region. 

“The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an organization really focused on 
helping the poor, and we think they do a great job,” says Jack. “This year, with 
the news from Ferguson, we wanted to provide even more support.” 

Jack graduated from McBride High School (followed by a BS at Dayton 
University and an MBA at SIU). Today, he is Chairman and CEO of Duke 
Manufacturing, a privately held company that makes food service equipment 
on a global scale. The company headquarters and manufacturing facility are 
located downtown on North Broadway. 

“I grew up in North County and our factory is in north city,” says Jack.  
“I feel called to help there—and to be part of the solution. People need a 
way out of poverty, and the Society of St. Vincent de Paul can help.”

The Hakes live in Edwardsville, Illinois, and worship at St. Boniface 
where they were married. Robin (née Werner) was formerly vice president 
of Administration at Duke, and now serves as business manager at the parish. 
When asked about the inspiration for their giving, Jack cites Luke 12:48 

(“Every one to whom much is given, of 
him will much be required.”) “Robin and 
I feel very blessed and want to give back 
to the community. We like to think we 
are stewards of the good Lord’s money.”

We hope you will consider joining 
Jack and Robin by assisting the efforts of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in our 
north district, please note “North 
County” on your check, or call 
development officer Anne Kirwan at 
(314) 881-6024 to make a donation  
over the phone. 
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Emerson 
Continues to 
Support SVdP
Company’s support aids 
North County residents

Headquartered in Ferguson, Mo., 
Emerson has long maintained a 
steadfast commitment to its North 
County neighbors. One of the ways 
Emerson supports the region is by 
regularly donating to the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul, which directly 
impacts locals in need.

“We are proud to contribute to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul because 
of its unique network of person-to-
person services,” said Pat Sly, Emerson 
Executive Vice President and member 
of the Ferguson Commission, an 
independent group working toward 
healing and positive change for the  
St. Louis area. “Ferguson is our home, 
and Emerson is committed to supporting 
the Society and other organizations 
that help build up our region, especially 
during this time of increased need.” 

Between the Dellwood thrift store 
and partnering with local parishes, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul will 
continue to be there for its North 
County neighbors, and across the  
St. Louis area, for years to come. 

Emerson, a global manufacturing 
and technology company and leader in 
corporate citizenship, contributes more 
than $20,000 per year to the Society. 

“In-kind donations and financial 
backing from companies like Emerson 
help us continue to make a tangible 
difference to North Country residents  
through these difficult times,” said John 
Foppe, Council Executive Director. 
“We are extremely grateful for 
Emerson’s generosity.” 

Robin and Jack Hake



Memorial and Honor Gifts
Thank you for your generosity in remembrance and 
honor of your friends and family. The following gifts were 
received between October 31, 2014 and December 31, 2014. 

In Memory
In Memory of Mary Rodden 

Gregory and Barbara Abraham

In Memory of Joseph Chiecsek 
Wendy Allen

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Arthur and Gerene Althage

In Memory of Christopher Lammert 
John Arenberg

In Memory of Estelle Kniepman 
Gary Ayres

In Memory of Scott Scheiner 
Stephanie Benefield

In Memory of Scott Sheiner 
Dave and Beth Buchheit

In Memory of James Sullivan 
Barry and Mary Burchek

In Memory of Lowell Wayne Hewlett 
Michele Carter

In Memory of George Kloster 
Robert and Susan Cerwin

In Memory of George Kloster 
George and Gerry Chopp

In Memory of Robert Rattini 
Pat and Don Cusumano

In Memory of Dolores Romer 
Louis and Shirely Ebbesmeyer

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Michael and Susan Ebert

In Memory of Raymond Eisele 
Homer Eisenmayer

In Memory of Keith Kendall 
Larry and Diane Elchinger

In Memory of George Kloster 
Harry and Judy Fabick

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Marsha Fickenscher

In Memory of Collette Kennett 
John and Christine Foppe

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Al and Sharon Gacki 
Joletta Goodwin

In Memory of George Kloster 
Raymond Hemenway

In Memory of James Eichelberger 
Susan Hetlage

In Memory of Dode Romer 
Sue and Ed Higgins

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Frederick and Carol Hodes

In Memory of Estelle Kniepman 
Gregory Holub

In Memory of Scott Scheiner 
Anneliese Homan

In Memory of Estelle Kniepman 
J. W. Terrill

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Jerome and Kathryn Jacobsmeyer

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Barbara Jordan

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Mary Ruth Kettenbach

In Memory of Ron Sutton 
Charles and Janet Kies

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Martin and Jackie Lipsitz

In Memory of Mary Lou King 
Bob and Betty Mathieu

In Memory of Olivette Moran 
Pam and Vance McSpadden

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Margaret Mueller

In Memory of John Schiavone 
Arthur Paine

In Memory of George Kloster 
Al and Dana Peterfeso

In Memory of Jackie Faye Bove 
Delores Pollock

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Mary Ann Preston

In Memory of Arthur Kahn 
Providence Health Services

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Kathy Quinn

In Memory of Scott Scheiner 
Joe Riffel

In Memory of Anthony Tersigni 
Jane Rodenhaus

In Memory of Lawrence ‘Bud’ Grieb  
Margaret Rodgers

In Memory of Dolores Romer 
Emily Roseman

In Memory of James Joseph Doherty 
John and Martha Roux

In Memory of Joseph and Marilyn Martin 
Earl and Pat Samel

In Memory of Tony Mercurio 
Karen and Bob Schrader

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Donna Scott

In Memory of Scott Scheiner 
Bill and Karen Stebelski

In Memory of Dolores Romer 
Mark and Susan Suardi

In Memory of George Kloster  
Tom and Lisa Suntrup

In Memory of George Kloster 
William and Mary Suntrup

In Memory of Owen Miller 
Bob Thumser and Ms. Holly Weelborg

In Memory of Mary Lou King 
Brian and Connie Walsh

In Memory of Scott Scheiner 
Cathy Wilson

In Memory of Jane Keence 
Judy Witzel

In Memory of George Kloster 
Gregory and Jeanne Wolf

In Memory of Joseph Martin 
Ken and Joyce Zuellig

In Honor 
In Honor of John and Carol Angelbeck 

Jerry and Maura Angelbeck
In Honor of Carl and Ruth Azar 

Jennifer Azar
In Honor of Ruth Mueller 

Elizabeth Delfert

In Honor of Mike Dunn	  
Maureen Dunn

In Honor of Justin Emge 
Erwin Emge

In Honor of Maria Wilmes 
Mary Giles

In Honor of Marge Goldkamp 
Tracy Goldkamp

In Honor of Beth Stolarski, Annie Hill, 
Henry Clever III, Henry and  
Roseann Clever  
Craig Deken

In Honor of Jim and Charlene’s 
Muehling’s Marriage  
James and Theresa Herman

In Honor of Peter and Juliann Hesed 
Felicity Hesed

In Honor of Bernie Flacke 
Tim and Laura Hofer

In Honor of Mary Dietz 
Tim and Laura Hofer

In Honor of Joyce Kampwerth’s  
60th Birthday 
Andrew Jeremiah

In Honor of Willliam Koenig and  
Patsy Rucker 
Lori and Ken Koenig

In Honor of Karla Kutz 
Krista Kutz

In Honor of Barbara and  
Charles Muckenhirn  
Carl Muckenhirn

In Honor of Bob and Judy Adams 
Dave Nolan

In Honor of Eileen Hahn 
Joan O’Neal

In Honor of Walter Collins 
Darlene Rector

In Honor of Norbert Tonkovic 
John and Brenda Ritzen

In Honor of Lloyd Wester 
Lori Robbins

In Honor of James and Carolyn Schmid 
Kurt Schmid

In Honor of Msgr. Joseph Pins 
Farris Shuggi

In Honor of Barb and Don Copple  
Rich Tlapek

In Honor of Bruce and Linda Gallion 
Robert Wacker

We’ve Moved!
The Council office of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of St. Louis has moved.  

As of November, our headquarters is now on the ground floor of the historic Blanke 
Building, located south of Interstate 64 and immediately west of the Ralston Purina 
Company headquarters. Constructed in 1888, the building has been owned by the  
T. T. Haydock Carriage Company, Blanke Tea and Coffee Company, and others  
over the years. 

We would love for you to come visit us at our new home at 1310 Papin St.,  
St. Louis, Mo., 63103.



2O14 Apostles  
of Charity
Thanks to our generous  
donors who have made  
donations of $500 or more  
this calendar year.

Tom and Kelly Adamitis
Carla Amschler
Roger and Elaine Archibald
Kevin and Michelle Babb
Joan Baldi
Charles and Geneva Barnowski
Kevin Beckman
Thomas and Cheryl Behan
Rich and Theresa Birkett
Marty And Annette Bligh
William Bonan
Gregg and Maureen Bredenkoetter
John and Dorothy Brennan
John and Janelle Brunner
Rev. James Byrnes
John Byrnes
Vivian Casey
James and Jean Cizek
Kevin Coffey
Michael Conoyer
Joe and Daria Conran
Phil and Sandy Conway
John and Helen Costello
Leo and Jeanne Cremins
Charles Cuny
Mary Ellen Curran
Rosemary Dalton
Mary Rose Desloge
Ed Desloge
Peter and Bridget Desloge
Rose Mary Dieckhaus
Len Dino
David And Marie Doering
Betty Donahoe
Robert and Genevieve Donohue
Leo And Georgiann Donovan
John and Barbara Doyle
James Dubois

John and Kathy Dubuque
David Dunlap
Dolores Eariquez-Boehmer
Rev. Timothy Elliott
John Emerson
Carol and Larry Endraske
Stanley Erb
Harry and Judy Fabick
Stu Farrell
Catherine Faught
Nathan Fawer
Ed and Sarah Fehlig
Dan and Eleanor Ferry
Charlie Fichter
Rocco and Marie Fiordelisi
Elon & Suzanne Foitik
John and Christine Foppe
Daniel Fraser
Donna Freihaut
Joyce Gagliarducci
Carolyn Gamache
Robert Gamble
Joletta Goodwin
Mary Gotwals
Kenneth Grams
Anthony Guarino
Jason Gutting
Ronald and Melissa Guz
Jean Hagan
Dennis Hageman
Jack and Robin Hake
Anthony and Dorothy Hausladen
Steve and Alexandra Heck
Thomas Heeger
Jean Henderson
Frederick and Carol Hodes
Dominic Imgrund
Tony and Marilyn Intagliata
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Robert Janas
Ken and Mindy Jeffries
Gary and Carolyn Johnson
Heidi Joist
Morton Jones
Dennis Jones
Ehab and Dalia Kaiser
Jad Khoury
Maria Killian
John and Anne Klein
Helen Klenklen
Lori and Ken Koenig
Joan Krater
Lori Kupsky
Melvyn and Dorothy Lefkowitz
Paul Leible
Katherine Lottes
John and Tracey Lowell
Gary and Anne Marie Maassen
Lou and Christine Madrid
Stephen and Margaret Mager
John and Judy Malpiedi
Daniel and Anita Marquitz
Roy and Susan Maurer
Ed and Margaret McCarthy
Joseph and Suzanne McGauley
Susan McGill
John McGinty
Robert McKendry, Jr.
Janet McMahon McMahon
Terry and Marian Mehan
Bryce Meyer
Vincent Meyer
Mike and Rita Mooney
Sharon Moran
Joe and Nancy Mueller
Maria Murphy
Patrick and Ellen Murphy
Lawrence & Susan Nordmann
Timothy and Julie O’Neal
David Orthwein
Thomas Peckham
Jay and Kiera Petrick
Tom and Peggy Phillips
Linus Pottebaum
Kevin Proot
Jan Rasmussen
Amy and Chris Reed
Sylvester and Ivon Rehagen

Thomas and Shirley Rheinberger
John and Barbara Roberts
Colleen Roth
Judy and Michael Ruffus
Shane and Amorette Russell
John Sauer
Greg and Pattie Schafer
Richard and Carol Schenk
William Schicker
Philip and Carol Schwab
James and Karen Shaughnessy
Joseph and Rosemary Shaughnessy
Paul and Laura Shaughnessy
Peter and Marianne Sheahan
Anthony Shen
Farris Shuggi
Timothy and Carol Size
Louis Smith
David and Diane Snively
Jerry Sommer
Julia Steurer
William and Margaret Stude
Msgr. Edward Sudekum
William and Mary Suntrup
Betty Tavis
Mark Terhaar
Thomas Thoms
Joan Tobin
Claire Travis
Gladys Ullrich
Alois Unger
Deacon Richard and  

Carolyn Vehige
Jack and Suzy Villa
Marguerite Walsh
Mike and Laura Wennemann
Msgr. Walter Whited
Nancy Wiebke
Deborah Wienski
Vince Williams
Elizabeth Wilmsen
John Wilmsen
James Wilson
Mike Wilson
Robert Wilson
Dennis and Marie Winschel
David and Cynthia Winslett
Joseph and Monaca Zlatic
James Zobel

Our Mission
A Catholic lay organization, joining women and men together to grow spiritually 
by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering. 

Please Remember Us
We pray that you remember the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Archdiocesan 
Council of St. Louis in your estate planning. Your legacy will continue and 
strengthen one of the first charitable missions in St. Louis… since 1845.

South City
4928 Christy Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116 
(314) 881-6000

Lemay Ferry
3924 Lemay Ferry Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63125 
(314) 881-6000

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis

Thrift Store Locations
Dellwood
10052 W. Florissant Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 881-6000

St. Charles
1069 Regency Parkway
St. Charles, MO 63303 
(314) 881-6000

West County
14660 Manchester Rd.
Ballwin, MO 63011 
(314) 881-6000
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Save the Date
170th Anniversary Celebration
On the establishment of  
the Society in the United States

Commemorative Mass
Basilica of Saint Louis, King (The Old Cathedral)
2pm on September 13, 2015

The SVdP Dellwood thrift store is located at  
10052 West Florissant Avenue, the stretch of road that 
witnessed the worst of the vandalism and arson during  
the Ferguson unrest. 

“The glass in our door was broken in August,” says 
assistant store manager Mark Misuraca. “But we were ready 
for the Grand Jury decision. We finished boarding up at 
about 8 p.m. that night. The next day, we couldn’t open 
because we couldn’t get there.”

Despite those dark times, the store was open the very 
next day and has stayed open ever since. “It’s our smallest 
store in square feet,” says John Walters, the director of thrift 
stores for the Society. “But our neighbors there need us.  
Lots of customers walk there. Lots of shoppers thank us for 
being there.” In 2014, the Dellwood store fulfilled $57,000 
worth of voucher purchases, helping 329 neighbors in need. 
Vouchers are distributed by Vincentians during home visits 
when volunteers discover that the family does not have 
furniture to sit on, a kitchen table to eat on, or beds for 
children to sleep in. In these cases, a voucher is provided that 
the family can redeem at no cost to them for specific goods 
at our thrift stores. 

Wilma was one such recent shopper. A Vincentian had 
provided her with a voucher for a mattress set, and she was 
there with a niece to pick it up. She is a widow on a fixed 
income, who suffers from degenerative arthritis. A recent 
shoulder injury had made her 20-year-old mattress unusable. 
“I live alone,” she says. “I don’t know what I would have done 
without St. Vincent!” 

Proceeds from our thrift stores help fund our programs 
year-round. Whether you’re shopping or donating, 
you’re helping! With five stores in the St. Louis area, 
there is a Society of St. Vincent de Paul thrift store near you. 

SVDP employees assist a customer at the Dellwood thrift store.

Dellwood Store Damaged, But Reopens

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Helping neighbors starts at home

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis
1310 Papin Street   
Saint Louis, MO 63103  


