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DONOR SPOTLIGHT: Tom & Peggy Phillips

A Life Rooted

in Service

THE FIRST THING YOU NOTICE when visiting Tom and
Peggy Phillips’ home is the care they put into everything
around them. Their home is beautiful and welcoming,
and the backyard is warm, inviting, and meticulously
maintained. It has become a favorite retirement project
for Tom, who stepped away from the family furniture
business, Weekends Only, in 2020.

Yet the garden tells only part of their story.

As a young man, Tom entered the seminary, but
eventually was led down a different path. He joined the
family business, Phillips Furniture, and enrolled at
Maryville College—now Maryville University. It was
there that he met Peggy; the two were an instant match
and were married on October 17, 1975.

As Phillips Furniture grew, so did their family.
Together they raised one son and two daughters while
balancing the demands of work, family, and community
life. Through it all, Tom and Peggy always found time for
serving others.

For Peggy, service was more than a value—it was a
vocation.

A nurse for most of her professional life, Peggy spent
the latter years of her career caring for patients as a
hospice nurse. One particular experience remains close
to her heart.

A hospice patient was nearing the end of life and
deeply regretted being estranged from a family member.
There would be no opportunity for a final visit or
reconciliation in person. So, Peggy sat beside the patient
with pen and paper and carefully recorded everything
they wished they could say and later transformed the
notes into a letter and mailed it to the family member.

Years later, Peggy still thinks about that moment.

“I’knew when I mailed that letter that I would likely
never know if it did any good,” she says. “But I did the

thing that was called for, and then we hope for the best.
All we can do is try our best to be of service.”

That same philosophy guides the couple’s support of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

“Over the years, we have selected several worthy
charities for our support,”Tom explains. “There isn’t
enough money to fix all the problems of the world, but
we can each do our best to alleviate pain and suffering.”

For more than a decade, Tom and Peggy have
faithfully supported St. Vincent de Paul in St. Louis.
They appreciate the Society’s direct, person-to-person
approach to helping Neighbors in Need.

“There are few charities that are involved in directly
helping those in need,” they say. “St. Vincent de Paul is
special in that regard, and any donor can feel good about
supporting them.”

Their generosity reflects a simple but powerful
belief: while no one person can solve every problem,
each of us can answer the call to serve when the
opportunity presents itself.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is grateful for
supporters like Tom and Peggy Phillips, whose
generosity, humility, and commitment to serving others
help bring hope and assistance to thousands of
Neighbors across our community.
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Letter from Michael Meehan

DEAR FRIENDS,

Since starting my role in
February, I am overcome with
gratitude. What a blessing it is to
serve alongside an amazing team
and to support the dedicated work
of nearly 3,000 Vincentians around
the Council! I cannot think of a
more straightforward, literal
translation of the gospel call to love
and mercy than the work of the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Clearly, there is no shortage of
need in our communities and no
shortage of work for our ministry.
It seems that with each passing day,
the plight of the poor and others at
the margins becomes ever more
desperate. For that reason, it is
essential that we redouble our
efforts not merely to bring concrete
assistance to wherever it is needed,
but more critically, to also bring the
abundant love and mercy of Christ
along with us.

It is tempting to despair at the
headlines we see and hear daily, but
amidst the present turmoil there are
many reasons to hope. On May 9,
hundreds of Vincentian members
gathered for the Annual SVdP
Spring Assembly in St. Louis, and
the excitement in the room was
palpable. The Vincentian spirit is
clearly contagious!

Thanks to our generous Svdp
supporters and benefactors — you
make our work possible. Your

The greatest gift you leave behind..
..may be the hope you leave in someone else’s future.

ONE DAY, your life will be measured by more than

what you owned.

It will be measured by the lives you touched.

Leave a
Legacy of

sacrificial gifts are an inspiration and
yet more evidence of the Holy Spirit
in our midst. In this issue, we shine
the donor spotlight on Tom & Peggy
Phillips, kind, generous souls and
models for all of us. Also, don’t miss
the story about the way we live our
Vincentian charism by using a “well-
loved” SVdP truck as a makeshift
mobile pantry to bring food to the
residents of Richwoods, Missouri
and in Washington County.

I feel deeply blessed to serve the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis
as we work together to write the
next powerful chapters in its inspiring
history of faith, fellowship, and
service to our Neighbors in Need.

Thank you for being a part of it!

Yours in Vincentian Service,

e

Michael Meehan, Ph.D.
Executive Director/ CEO

The child who had food on the table.
The family that stayed in their home.
The Neighbor who discovered they weren’t alone.

A gift in your will or estate plan to the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul is a lasting expression of your faith and
compassion. Long after your lifetime, your generosity
will continue to provide food, shelter, clothing, and hope
to Neighbors in need throughout our community.

It’s a simple way to ensure the values you’ve lived by
continue to bless others for generations to come.

Hope.

To learn how
you can include
the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul
in your estate plans,
contact John Fitzpatrick at 314-881-6003 or johnc@
svdpstl.org

Your legacy can change lives—for years to come.
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More Than a Meal:

How a Rural Community Came Together to Fight Hunger

Help Others

e

WHEN THE FOOD TRUCK rounds the bend into
Richwoods, Missouri, people are already waiting.

They know what it carries. Boxes of groceries.

Fresh food. Hope.

For many families, this monthly visit from the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mobile Food Pantry isn’t
simply convenient—it’s essential. As one volunteer puts
it, for some Neighbors, it’s the first real food their
family has had in days.

The need is staggering.

According to the most recent U.S. Census Bureau
American Community Survey (2020—2024), approximately
17.4% of Washington County residents live below the
federal poverty line. The numbers are even more
heartbreaking for children, with 25.5% of those under
age 18 living in poverty. Nearly one in five households
(21.5%) receives food assistance, while the county’s per
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314-881-6000
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capita income is just $28,855. As SNAP benefits decline
and grocery prices continue to rise, more families find
themselves struggling to put meals on the table.

But this story isn’t just about poverty.

It’s about what happens when ordinary people decide
they can’t stand by and do nothing.

The Mobile Food Pantry began with one woman who
saw the need firsthand.

Barb Rulo, a resident of Richwoods and a member of
St. Stephen Parish (now part of St. Joachim Parish in
Old Mines), knew many of her Neighbors had few
resources and nowhere to turn. Determined to help,
she contacted Marie Kenyon, Director of the Office of
Peace and Justice for the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

Marie invited Julie Komanetsky, Director of
Vincentian Services for the Society of St. Vincent
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de Paul, to visit the community. After seeing the need
for themselves, they reached a simple conclusion: the
most immediate way to help was to bring food directly
to the people.

The Society had a truck that wasn’t being fully
utilized. Tim Massey from the Council Office volunteered
to drive it to Richwoods each month. Then the call went
out to Conferences to meet the needs in Richwoods.
Five Conferences immediately committed to supplying
food for several months. Each Conference selects a
month, collects food, sorts it, boxes it, and meets the
truck in Richwoods to deliver it. At roughly the same
time, Vincentian Ken Patterson of the St. Josephine
Bakhita Conference began securing food for Richwoods
and other rural pantries in need.

Volunteers packed the truck, Barb spread the word
throughout the community, and the Mobile Food Pantry
was born.

“It doesn’t take much advertising because the need is
so great,” Barb says. “Once the word is out, people line
up to collect the food.”

Distribution is designed to be simple and dignified.
Food is pre-packaged into boxes, and families drive
through the circular driveway at the parish Fellowship
Hall, where volunteers greet them and place groceries
directly into their vehicles.

For Michael Meehan, Chief Executive Officer of the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, volunteering at the pantry
was an unforgettable experience.

“It was like the Gospel story of the loaves and fishes,”
he recalls. “Somehow there was enough to feed

“The need is so grealt;
we want to do all that we

can to assist. Food prices are

already high, and it doesn't seem as
though there’s any relief in sight.

There are limits to what we can do,

but as Vincentians, we do all

that we can.”

~ Julie Komanetsky
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everybody. I was worried we would run out, but Fr. Dan
Thiess, C.M., was my volunteer partner and kept insisting
we’d be fine. Sure enough, we served 74 cars—and who
knows how many people.”

That spirit of generosity continues to grow.

The Vincentian Services team has invited
Conferences throughout the Archdiocese to hold food
drives and assist with monthly distributions. The response
has been overwhelmingly positive, with many
Conferences already committed to future deliveries.

“The need is so great; we want to do all that we can
to assist,” says Julie Komanetsky. “Food prices are
already high, and it doesn’t seem as though there’s any
relief in sight. There are limits to what we can do, but as
Vincentians, we do all that we can.”

Every month, that commitment arrives in the form
of a truck filled with groceries—and a community
reminded that they have not been forgotten.

Your gift brings hope to Neighbors in Need through
programs like the Mobile Food Pantry. Support the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul by scanning the QR code,
making a gift online at svdpstl.org or mailing your
donation to:

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
1310 Papin Street
St. Louis, MO 63103
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS

-+ NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS - -

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Archdiocesan Council of St. Louis
1310 Papin Street
St. Louis, MO 63103
(314) 881-6000
svdpstlorg

Our Mission
A network of friends, inspired by
Gospel values, growing in holiness
and building a more just world
through personal relationships with
and service

to people in need.

Your generosity can change lives
right here in St. Louis. Please donate
using the QR code above, online at

svdpstlouis.org or by
calling 314-881-6003.

Turn Your Unused
Vehicle Into Hope

Is your old car collecting dust in the driveway?

Whether it's running or not, your car, truck, van, boat,
motorcycle, or motor home can make a meaningful difference
for local Neighbors in Need.

When you donate your vehicle through the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul Vehicle Donation Program, you'll receive:

- A possible tax deduction
+ Free towing—we handle all the details

- The satisfaction of knowing your donation helps provide
food, shelter, clothing, and other critical assistance to
families in need

Don't let an unused vehicle sit idle. Turn it into hope for
someone who needs it most.

DONATE TODAY:
WWW. svdpusacars.com
(800) 322-8284

Thrift Store Locations

Ballwin Florissant
13986 Manchester Rd. 770 N. Hwy. 67
Ballwin, MO 63011 Florissant, MO 63031

Creve Coeur Lemay
11015 Olive Boulevard 2500 Lemay Ferry Rd.
Creve Coeur, MO 63141 St. Louis, MO 63125

Christy St. Ann

4928 Christy Blvd. 10585 St. Charles Rock Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63116 St. Ann, MO 63074
Fenton St. Charles

625 Gravois Rd. 1069 Regency Parkway

Fenton, MO 63026 St. Charles, MO 63303



